[Alcohol dehydrogenase and aldehyde dehydrogenase in malignant diseases--part I].
Chronic alcohol consumption is a risk factor for many cancers, e.g. upper digestive tract, liver, pancreas, colorectum and breast. The main role in carcinogenesis plays toxic and carcinogenic acetaldehyde. Formation and degradation of acetaldehyde in the body is modified by activity of alcohol dehydrogenase (ADH) and aldehyde dehydrogenase (ALDH). They are polymorphic enzymes localized in different organs and catalyzing many others biochemical reactions.